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It was here in Washington DC in 2002 that the concept of a multidimensional approach to security was conceptualized. The countries of the Caribbean without exception are all developing states and in most cases small island developing states, which are challenged by the peculiar vulnerabilities occasioned by size. We have resolutely stood with the international community in the global fight against terrorism and have played active roles in the ongoing process of codifying regimes to consolidate international peace and security. But while the vagaries of terrorism and the avoidance of a modern nuclear arms race are important global issues, the exceptional circumstances of small size and vulnerability make the maintenance of environmental security as vital to our nations as any other threat to global security. While the fight to preserve our environmental security is a global one, the effects are not quite so. The cruel irony of the environmental issues like climate change is that it is the smallest and most vulnerable who have contributed the least to the problem that will be hardest hit. For us in the Caribbean, security extends well beyond the notion of traditional border security and territorial integrity; it is an all encompassing concept which requires us to treat holistically with the key development issues, including environmental security, which are critical to our development aspirations.

Today, our nations are still grappling with the mitigation of the effects of climate change and consequential sea level rise.  While we have made important advances through the establishment of the Caribbean Climate Change Center, adaptation while critical, is simply not enough. 

While we debate, it is estimated that the concentration of carbon in the earth’s atmosphere has risen to 380 Parts Per Million (PPM) in 2006, from 280 Parts Per Million (PPM) in the pre-industrial era. When the other greenhouse gases are added, that total rises to 425 PPM’s. That has given rise to an increase in temperature of 1.35 degrees Fahrenheit. 

This is an increase that has never been seen in the course of history. 

In the face of the resounding evidence not only of the impact, but the anticipated damage to human kind and our natural environment, any further debate on whether climate change is real or imagined is anathema to any aspirations of a future for generations to come.

Still, important strides have been made at a global level to arrest environmental degradation and I am pleased that the Caribbean region has been at the vanguard of efforts to protect the global environment. We therefore welcome the G8 decision to conduct the climate change negotiations within the framework of the United Nations. But much work remains to be done and the window of opportunity for us to make a real impact is small. 

There is a need for deep and rapid reductions of greenhouse gas emissions by major emitters within the next 10 – 15 years in keeping with the principle of common but differentiated responsibilities and respective capacities. 

In the area of environmental management we must continue to work together as a global community to set broad policy objectives and standards which are then implemented through national and regional initiatives.

Concerted action within a multilateral framework must be complemented by concrete initiatives emerging from regional and bilateral fora, such as the one in which we are presently engaged this afternoon.

The international community is converging around a target for greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions at a level that would stabilize the resulting temperature increases at 2 Degrees Celsius (2 C), above pre-industrial levels.

Long term temperature increases however, will have to be stabilized well below 2 degrees Celsius in order to sustain the viability of island nations. 

In fact at temperatures higher than 2 degrees Celsius, there will be irreparable damage to coral reefs, declines in food crops, stronger tropical storms and cyclones, decreased water availability and increased melting of the Greenland ice sheets with long term implications for sea level rise. 

Here again while there is a multilateral framework for addressing these issues, the Caribbean and the United States have justifiable cause for bilateral cooperation based on the unique challenges faced by our neighboring countries. Global standards establish important benchmarks for the international community, but we must undertake among ourselves to go beyond the minimum standards established globally and take concrete steps to effectively tackle this “sleeping dragon”. 

Our countries have separately taken to negotiating “WTO-plus” trading agreements, so too we must apply a higher threshold for our environmental policy.

Colleagues, technology have an important role to play in bridging the gap between environmental sustainability and economic growth. Resource productivity in the global economy is being revolutionized by technology. Since the industrial revolution, economic growth and energy growth have been interwoven in a cycle of codependence. Technology is changing that, but the Caribbean requires the assistance of our more developed neighbors in accessing new technologies and the financing to implement the requisite modernization of our productive processes. 

While we welcome the advances made by entrepreneurs in the region to harness solar energy, and the new initiatives which will look at utilizing wind and wave energies, these initiatives require technical assistance and investment in research and development. 

These areas as well as capacity building are important elements of a possible deepened partnership.

Indeed, if we in the Americas and specifically the Caribbean and the United States are serious about alleviating poverty, improving access to health and health care as well as maintaining peace and security, environmental security will be vital to our development goals. 

Projections at the turn of the new millennium estimated that the new targets set by the Millennium Development Goals (MDG’S) and reinforced by the Monterrey consensus of 2002, would see Overseas Development Assictance (ODA) reach an estimated $88 billion by 2006 and $110 billion by 2010. The true picture is that the actual levels of ODA have fallen far below expectations. ODA to the region has been in steady decline over the years. The region has done well over the years to achieve a level of development that belies its inherent vulnerability to external shocks. Certainly my own country understands how years of progress and development can be obliterated by a single natural disaster. 

Colleagues, it should be clear that our environmental security cannot be extricated from our overall security in the region. It is inextricably woven into the continued viability and development objectives. Having agreed to this in multiple global arenas as demonstrated by our signature of nearly every multilateral agreement on environment policy, the onus now rests with us to devise concrete steps to make the best use of our bilateral relations to give effect to the policy initiatives we have undertaken.

There is a strong case to be made also for small states like those in the Caribbean to receive priority in the provision of funding and technical assistance. Limited technical capacity at the national level compromises our ability to always effectively take advantage of available mechanisms.

Colleagues, the challenge for us today as we discuss environmental security is to chart for ourselves an escape from the dead end paths that have unfortunately characterized many of these environmental debates globally. We don’t really have a choice to make between environment and economic development. Instead these two concepts must go hand in hand and are indeed key components in our approach to continued security and stability in the region. They form fertile ground for partnership and the development of strong and viable legacies upon which our growth and development are hinged. When our children judge the advances of our generation, let it be that we have left a legacy of growth, high aspirations and exponential growth that has not compromised the promise of a bright future for generations to come. We must, rich and poor nations alike, small and vast, and certainly among neighbours, act responsibly, collaboratively, and with foresight which guarantees the hope of a bright future.

I sincerely hope that at the end of these meetings that we all leave this city declaring that we have agreed to bold innovative steps to address the serious environmental issues which challenge us, and the means of financing such endeavors.

Thank You
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